Seminar on
Researching Folklores and Writing History

Date Resource Person

26/ 10/2022 Dr. Rajesh Komath,

Associate professor, School of Social Sciences
Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam,

Objective: The talk intended to introduce the students to folklore and to understand how

folkloric materials are important for the study of the history of society at present.

Post Graduate Department of History, Henry Baker College, organised the History
Association's inaugural ceremony on October 26, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. in the college seminar
hall. As part of the ceremony's opening, Dr. Rajesh Komath, an Associate professor in the
School of Social Sciences at Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam, gave an invited talk. The
event started with a silent prayer. Dr. Beena Paul, Head of the Department delivered the
welcome address. To officially launch the initiatives of the 2022-2023 History Association, Dr.
Rajesh Komath kindled the ceremonial lamp, symbolizing the illumination of historical
exploration. Subsequently, the eagerly awaited moment arrived as Dr. Rajesh Komath delved
into his talk titled "Researching Folklores and Writing History." His presentation transported
the audience back in time through myths, stories, and folklore, offering a captivating glimpse
into the lives of our ancestors. Dr. Rajesh Komath's engaging narrative was further enriched
with folk songs, evoking a sense of nostalgia and appreciation for the past..

Both the students and the faculties thoroughly enjoyed the session. About 96 students
participated in the event. Nelbin Prakash of M.A. History performed a solo after the session
which was also a folk tune. The meeting came to an end with the vote of thanks by History
Association Secretary, Kannan. M.S. The event not only marked the beginning of a promising
academic year but also underlined the significance of connecting with our cultural heritage and

history.
Outcome

Students got a basic understanding of Folklores. They also understood the relation between

history and folklore and how useful it is in the writing of history.
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